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Morel Vario On-Wall
Speaker System

Getting Morel of a good thing.

BY DARRYL WILKINSON

Released from the boxes of
thousands upon thousands of
plasma and LCD TVs was a nasty
disease that’s induced feverish
thoughts of flatness and smallness
in the minds of otherwise good
and decent people, making them
forget how important audio is to
a home theater system. (That
rumbling sound is Paul Klipsch
rolling over in his grave.) For
these poor, deluded folks, speak-
ers are not much more than a flat-
panel-TV accessory.

Such is the stuff that nightmares
are made of. I thought that those
of us in the decadent West had hit
rock bottom with the $4 decaf
nonfat latte, but, obviously, I was
wrong. Now we’re envisioning
speakers as accouterments for TVs.

The next thing you know, we’ll

Home Theater /November 2006 -

think watching movies streamed
to tiny-screen cell phones will be

the height of coolness.

Who the Morel Do They
Think They Are?

Some speaker makers choose to
ignore the trend—and the poten-
tial sales. Others fill a niche by for-
saking appearances (and, in most
cases, sales) for performance. The
greedy build a pretty box, stuff it
with fluff, and wait for the orders
to roll in. The manufacturers who
care about sound quality but
would also like to make a buck or
two take the extra time and effort
to design something for both the
people who want good looks (the
silent majority) and those who
want great sound.

All of this leads us to Morel, a
30-plus-year-old speaker manu-

facturer you may not have heard
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of —but one that’s built tweeters
and woofers for lots of loudspeaker
companies you have heard of. Morel
also makes their own brand of
speakers, and, several years ago,
had the chance to review Morel’s
SoundSpot SA-2 sub/sat system. It
was obvious from the SA-2 satel-
lites’ sound and the unique spheri-
cal design that Morel was serious
about both performance and appear-
ance. While the SoundSpot systems
are perfect for flanking a flat-pancl
TV because they fit the smaller-
is-better aesthetic (without sacrific-
ing performance), Morel’s Vario
on-walls are designed to appeal
to the more perspicacious home
theater owner who wants speak-
ers that look nice but can knock his

socks off when he wants them to.

It’s a Bit of a Stretch

Pity the poor speaker engincer
who wants to design speakers that
will aesthetically match most of the
flat-panel TVs on the market. It’s
simply impossible to make enough
speaker models that either match
the TVs’ dimensions exactly (for
the obsessive-compulsive crowd)
or maintain an appealing speaker-
to-TV-size ratio (for the golden-
mean devotees). When a speaker
company does decide to offer more
than one on-wall model, the bigger
one is often the better-sounding
one. That’s the way it is with more
than a few manufacturers of tradi-

tional freestanding speakers, too.

Cordero Studios



pll

In this case, though, the guy who
wants better sound but owns a
smaller flat-panel TV gets the short
end of the sound stick.

Morel has a smart solution to the
size /pcrf()rmancc problcm. The
Vario is designed in such a way that
it can be as short as 23.75 inches
tall (or wide, if mounted horizon-
tally) or as long as 40.25 inches—
or any length in between. In other
words, you can mount the same
Vario next to a 32-inch LCDTV or
a 63-inch plasma, and it will still
look as if it were designed specifi-
cally for that particular model. Of
course, it’ll work just as well with
the intermediate sizes, too.

The trick to this one-size-fits-
almost-all magic is a grilles-behind-
a-grille design. In its smallest form,
the Vario’s main grille covers the
front of the entire speaker. Beneath
that grﬂle, h()wever, are two nearly
half-height grilles (when looking at
the speaker mounted vertically),
each one attached to an end cap. To
make the speaker longer, pull each
of the end caps away from the
center of the speaker. Once you’ve
achieved the proper length, tighten
the two set screws under the main
grille to lock the extended grilles in
place. To the uninitiated, the whole
thing looks like one long, impres-
sive speaker—but it sounds almost
the same regardless of its length.
The technique, by the way, also
works for matching the width of a
TV when you mount the speaker
horizontally as a center channel.

You have to take care to align the
grille segments properly, however,
or they’ll look a little like a crooked
picture frame that you always want
to nudge one way or the other. (A
good installer ought to be able to
make sure that won’t happen.) Per-
sonally, I wish Morel had chosen to

make the front gril]c wrap around

the speaker on each side—as the
extending grilles do—so that the
cabinet’s side walls don’t show when
the underlying grilles are extended.
The cabinet has a quality finish, but
my preference in this case would be
that it simply not show at all.

Built Like a Brick

Although the Vario isn’t the smallest
on-wall in the world, its modest
size is dccciving when it comes
time to lift all 36 pounds of it. Evi-
dently, the internal cabinet brac-

ing is braced with bracing, because

these speakers seem about as dense
as a block of concrete. Each speaker
uses a pair of 5.25-inch Morel
woofers utilizing 3-inch voice coils
and a special double-magnet motor
system that Morel says is four times
smaller than a conventional loud-
speaker motor with the same
power. Complementing the pair of
woofers is a single, 1.125-inch soft
dome tweeter.

The Variosub isn’t size-adjustable
like the on-wall, but it’s unusual in
its own way. The cabinet is a trian-

gular prism (two triangular bases

AT A G LANCE MORELVARIO ON-WALL SPEAKER SYSTEM
SUBWOOFER: VARIOSUB

Connections:

Enclosure Type:

Woofer (size in inches, type):
Power Rating (watts):

Speaker-level, line-level inputs
Vented

10, poly cone

200

Crossover Bypass: No

Available Finishes:
Dimensions (H x W x D, inches):

Gray, White
17.75 X 23.75 X 8.5

Weight (pounds): 44

Price:

SPEAKER: VARIO

Type:

Tweeter (size in inches, type):
Midrange (size in inches, type):
Woofer (size in inches, type):
Nominal Impedance (ochms): 5
Recommended Amp Power (watts): 30-200
Available Finishes: Gray, White
Dimensions (H x W x D, inches):
Weight (pounds): 36

Price: $999/each

N/A

23.75-40.25 X 10.875 X 4.75

$999

Two-way, on-wall
1.125, soft dome

5.25, damped polymer composite (2)

These listings are based

on the manufacturer’s

stated specs; the HT Labs
box below indicates the

gear’s performance on

our test bench.

HT Labs Measures: Morel Vario On-Wall Speaker System

dB spl

20 Frequency 100 500 Tk Hz 5k 10k 20k

-----  Satellite Sensitivity:
84 dB from 500 Hz to 2 kHz

This graph shows the quasi-anechoic (employing
close-miking of all woofers) frequency response of

the Vario satellites (purple trace) and Variosub sub-
woofer (blue trace). The passive loudspeakers were
measured with grilles at a distance of 1 meter with a
2.83-volt input and scaled for display purposes.

The Vario’s listening-window response (a five-
point average of axial and +/-15-degree horizontal
and vertical responses) measures +4.52/—-2.08 deci-
bels from 200 hertz to 10 kilohertz. An average of
axial and +/-15-degree horizontal responses mea-
sures +4.43/-2.10 dB from 200 Hz to 10 kHz when
used horizontally. The —3-dB point is at 83 Hz, and
the —-6-dB point is at 68 Hz. Impedance reaches a
minimum of 4.53 ohms at 230 Hz and a phase angle
of —25.79 degrees at 120 Hz.

The Variosub’s close-miked response, normal-
ized to the level at 80 Hz, indicates that the lower
—3-dB point is at 34 Hz and the —6-dB point is at
30 Hz. The upper —3-dB point is at 110 Hz with the
crossover control set to maximum.—MJP




Veronica Tarka,
handywoman extra-
ordinaire, secures
the Vario’s mount-
ing bracket.

extremely solid MDF
cabinets

Has high-quality,
spring-loaded speaker
connectors

and three rectangular sides) with a
10-inch woofer mounted on one of
the rectangular sides. The back-
panel jacks and the heat sinks that
cool the 200-watt internal ampli-
fier are mounted on a second rec-
tangular side, while the port is on
the third rectangular side. The
unique prism shape allows you to
use the subwoofer standing upright

or position it lying down.

A Couple of Mellow
Fellows
In my experience, it’s darn near
always a good thing when you put
together a system using identical
speakers for all of the chan-
nels. That automatically gives
the Vario system an edge in
my mind when it comes to
multichannel sources. But
it’s with two-channel music
that you’ll come to realize
how mellow these speakers
are. When I say mellow, I
don’t mean in a sunglasses-on, hey-
man, ganja-smoke-filled-room kind
of way, either. The experience is
more of a cream-cheese-stuffed-
jalapeno, man-this-tastes-good sen-
sation in that moment just before
your tongue spontaneously com-
busts. The Vario speakers are
smooth and sweet but can also
create some impressive fireworks.
Ray Brown’s rendition of “Sweet
Georgia Brown” (Soular Energy) is
one of those sweet and mellow
cuts in which the laid-back mood

oozes out of the Varios without any

Value

ots of systems sell
for less, but few sound
better on the wall

: Although they’re the
same model, the front
and surround speakers
can be different lengths

Features

- Adjustable grille
height (or width) to
match the size of most
flat-panel displays

- There are phase,
crossover, and level
controls on the sub

i)

softening of the sharp piano notes
and bass-string picks—and, all
the while, the Variosub and the
on-walls played as if they were one
tightly integrated system. While you
can’t say there’s much multichannel
mellowness in Pink Floyd’s The
Wall, the Varios could definitely keep
pace with the clocks and other
sound effects without displaying any
harshness, even at louder volumes.
I was especially impressed with
3 Doors Down’s Away From the Sun
SuperDisc DVD (Monster Music),
from the standpoint of the vocals
and music, as well as the smooth
and easy transition of applause from
the front to the rear.

In The Chronicles of Narnia, when
the beavers are leading the children
across the rapidly melting frozen
river, the Varios wonderfully repro-
duced the rich, gravelly rumble of
the head wolf’s voice. But it was the
performance of the whole system
together that really stood out later
in the scene when the ice flow
begins to break away and the wall
of ice behind the characters beg-
ins to crack and rumble just before
it collapses. The children’s voices
were always clear in the center
Vario, as was the music in the left
and right speakers within the midst

of all the surrounding effects.

Good and Good for You

On-wall speakers, like their wall-
hugging flat-panel video compan-
ions, have improved significantly

over the last five or six years, so

Performance

- Sweet and mellow
tonal balance

+ Subwoofer blends

exceptionally well with
the on-walls

General information
Vario On-Wall Speaker, $999/each; Variosub Subwoofer, $999
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Morel America, (800) 464-8569

Dealer Locator Code MRL

Ergonomics

riangular subwoofer
cabinet looks great and
is easy to hide

ell-designed wall-
ount bracket

The length of the grille is
adjustable to match the height
or width of your display

The subwoofer’s unique cabinet
shape makes it easy to conceal

M The on-wall’s performance rivals
that of floorstanding models

it’s no longer a surprise to find a
system that sounds good. But
Morel’s Varios are more than just
good. They sound outstandingly
good and are well worth the sticker
price—and then some—whether
it’s $2,000 for a stereo pair or six
grand for a 5.1-channel system. I
wasn’t the only one who was
impressed by the speakers, either.
One of my sons—the one who
rarely comments on any of the gear
that finds its way through our living
room other than to complain about
something being too complicated
to operate—breezed by while I was
taking the Varios off of the wall.
When he surprisingly took the time
to stop and ask if the speakers were
going back, I knew they’d hit a
chord with him—as they did with
me. In fact, the system performs so
well, you’ll probably think of your
plasmaTV (no matter what size you
own) as an accessory to the Varios
rather than the other way around.
But, if you want a Vario system just
because it’ll look good with your
flat panel, that’s OK, too. &

OVERALL RATING

)~

Although on-wall speaker sys-
tems are sounding better every
day, high-performance systems
that are as versatile as Morel’s
Vario system are few and far
between. Even if Morel isn’t a
speaker company that you’ve
heard of, these are still speak-
ers you need to listen to.
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Manufacturer contact information:
Morel
17 Hamazmera St.
P.O.Box 2007
Ness-Ziona 70400
Israel
Tel: 972 8 930 1161
Fax: 972 8 930 1312
E-mail: info@morel.co.il

US contact information:
Morel America
1301 Hempstead Turnpike Suite 1
Elmont, NY 11003
Office Tel: (877) 667 3511
1 877 morel 11

www.morelhifi.com





