
The power center
We chose the Morel MPS 4.400 
4-channel amplifier which delivers 70 
watts of clean power to the two pairs of 
Morel Maximo speakers we installed. 
Morel concentrates their design on 
lowering the chances of unwanted noise 
in the overall sound. They also place all 
connections and controls on one side of 
the amp, making it easier to mount.

Morel MPS 4.400 4-channel amplifier 
#210MPS4400 $349.99

I am so stoked. After covering several car audio and video 
installations in my four years as a writer, I finally got to do my 
own. I’m lucky that my job lets me work with products I’m excited 

about. So when this opportunity landed in my lap, I was all in. It also 
lets me share some amp installation tips with my readers.

GETTING THE AMP  
CONNECTED 

With Morel’s handy design, I made all the 
connections on one side. Once I finalized my 
settings, I tucked the amp under the front 
passenger’s seat.

I ran the Crutchfield Reference 4-channel RCA cable 
(#007CMER417, $29.99) from the radio dash cavity, 
under the center console, and under the seat at the 
amp location. RCA cables allow the audio signal to 
go from the Sony car stereo to the amplifier. 

We used EFX’s 9-wire Ultra Flex speaker wire bundle 
(#1429WC1820,  $29.99) to connect the speakers to 
the amp. This enabled us to make speaker 
connections behind the radio, instead of running 
new wires through difficult door grommets. 

There was an easy-to-reach grommet located high 
on the firewall in the engine compartment that 
allowed me to run wire into the car. I carefully cut a 
little slit in it and rubbed some WD40™ on the power 
cable, so it slid easily through the rubber.

A good ground is essential to reduce the chances of 
noise in the system. The front seat’s rail bolt was 
perfect. I ensured that there was no coating or paint 
on the bolt itself, so it had a good contact to the bare 
metal chassis of the vehicle. 

I take the strain off of the car stereo 
I could’ve powered the new speakers using the Sony receiver’s built-in amp, but it 
would’ve been working hard even at a medium volume. Adding an amplifier made 
much more sense. To install the Morel amp, we had to make sure we included 
connections for power, ground, the signal wires, and the speakers.

 BY DAVID DELAMERE, CRUTCHFIELD WRITER

I’d previously installed 
the excellent Sony 
WX-900BT CD receiver 
(#158WX900BT, 
$129.99) in my 2011 
Subaru Outback, but I 
was still using the factory 
speakers from the basic 
audio system. They were 
tolerable, but they weren’t getting any younger. And besides, I knew I could do better. I 
met with a few members of my work posse, and we decided to install a Morel amp and 
four speakers. Although fairly new to our lineup, Morel has quickly established 
themselves as a popular speaker option for many of our customers. Their amps are 
brand new for us, so we were really excited about how they’d perform with their 
Maximo series speakers.

A sonic delight
Before we’d started on this project, I let 
a few of my crew listen to the stock 
speakers. They weren’t horrified, but 
they weren’t terribly impressed either. 
After the Morel amp and speakers were 
in place and hooked up, we connected 
the battery for a sound check. I cranked 
up the same songs we’d heard hours 
before. Wow! We all agreed there was a 
massive difference in depth and detail. 
I’d relay my editor’s immediate, 
enthusiastic response, but let’s just say 
it’s not fit for a family publication!

Get the speaker 
details online
You’ll find details about my Morel 
Maximo speaker installation at 
crutchfield.com/davessubaru.

Adding power to take my sound higher

Start

“With this new system, I now look for 
any excuse to take a long drive.”

Because of his willingness to take part in this article, David 
received his new gear compliments of Morel and Crutchfield.

Great amps deserve great wires
Installing an amplifier? You’re gonna need some wiring to 
make it happen. You’ll find our great selection of amp wiring 
accessories at crutchfield.com/ampwiring

UPGRADING POWER AND 
CLARITY IN MY SUBARU

THE AUTHOR BECOMES THE INSTALLER

It’s always nice to have some help with an installation. 
Travis, a longtime Crutchfield designer and my good 
friend, lent a hand in upgrading my sound.  
Thank you, T-man!

38 Get advice from one of our experts 800-555-8151


