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THE BEST HOME BLUETOOTH SPEAKER - RUNNER UP HOGTALARE 

 

The Morel Högtalare is one of those exceptionally rare products that both an audio 
enthusiast and an interior designer can love without reservation. It is built much like 
a high-quality bookshelf speaker, and it delivers a smoother, more natural sound 
than most Bluetooth speakers can muster. It looks like minimalist Scandinavian 
furniture, and although it’s a good bit larger than the Klipsch One II, it fits perfectly 
into IKEA’s Kallax and Expedit (now discontinued) shelving systems. The grille is 
available in black, light gray, blue, or red to suit your taste and decor. 

The Högtalare sounds pretty smooth in the high and middle frequencies—smoother 
than the One II, but not quite as vivid. Lauren was a little bit bothered by a peak in 
the treble that made voices sound a bit sibilant at times, but that’s the only flaw she 
found worth pointing out. I heard the same thing and wasn’t bothered by it, but my 
high-frequency hearing is nowhere near as good as hers (no surprise considering I’m 
male and almost two decades older). 

“I’m impressed with the bass—it sounds clear, and it wasn’t at all boomy, even when 
I played Kanye West’s ‘Love Lockdown,’” Lauren said, referring to one of our favorite 
deep-bass torture tracks for small speakers. The bass level was just about right to 
her, but I found it to be a bit much; of course, you can use the controls in your 
smartphone’s music app to tame (or boost) the bass to your liking. 

https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/out/link/41098/165964/4/121606/?merchant=Crutchfield
https://www.ikea.com/us/en/cat/kallax-series-27534/


 
 

The Högtalare fits perfectly into IKEA’s Kallax shelving system. Photo: Brent Butterworth 
 
The Högtalare also plays louder than the Klipsch by about 5 dB, which means it 
can easily fill, say, a three-car garage—which the Klipsch might strain to do. Like 
the Klipsch, it sounds substantially clearer when it’s turned down one or two 
notches below max volume. 

The Högtalare doesn’t offer much in the way of features. We did like its button 
panel, which lights up and shows through the grille, but there are no tone 
controls. You can pair two Högtalares to get stereo sound, but the only input is a 
single 3.5 mm analog jack, which you could use to connect an Amazon Echo 

Dot or Echo Flex to access more music sources. There’s also a rear USB-
charging output that you could use to power an Echo Dot or your phone. We saw 
a mention of an RCA subwoofer output on one merchant’s site, but that’s 
incorrect—the Högtalare does not include that feature. 

One nice touch is that you can set it for manual or automatic power on/off, so if 
you want your Bluetooth speaker always at the ready (even after an hour or so of 
idle time), it can do that. The Bluetooth range is about 60 feet, tested through one 
wall with a Samsung Galaxy S10 phone. It incorporates the standard version of  

https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/out/link/34564/158281/4/120302/?merchant=Amazon
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/out/link/34564/158281/4/120302/?merchant=Amazon
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/out/link/34564/158281/4/120302/?merchant=Amazon
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/out/link/34566/156476/4/121608/?merchant=Amazon


the aptX Bluetooth codec. 

The back panel has a single 3.5 mm analog input, plus a switch for automatic or manual 

on/off. Photo: Rozette Rago

 

The control panel has buttons for power, volume, pairing, and input switching. Photo: 

Rozette Rago 
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At 13 by 13 by 6 inches, the Högtalare is a little more than twice the size of the Klipsch, 

so it may not fit on some bookshelves and it’s probably too big to look okay sitting on a 

nightstand. But I did love the way it fit into my IKEA Kallax shelves with only about ⅛ 

inch of space on either side and 3/16 inch of space on top. Because the Högtalare’s 

woofer, tweeters, and bass port all face forward, the sound won’t echo around inside the 

shelving unit, as long as the speaker’s flush with the face of the shelving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


